PRE-COMPLAINT DISPOSITION AGREEMENT

This Agreement made this Z- _ day of Ju | U , 2026, by and
between Michel Briggs, Program Coordinator, Office of Health Care Quality, Maryland
Department of Health, and Katherine P. Thompson, Staff Counsel to the State Ethics
Commission (hereinafter “Staff Counse!”).

The State Ethics Commission (“the Commission”) is the executive agency of the
State of Maryland established by Chapter 513, Acts 1979 for the purpose of enforcing the
Maryland Public Ethics Law (General Provisions Article, Title 5, Annotated Code of
Maryland), (hereinafter “the Ethics Law”) including the provisions of Subtitle 5, Conflicts
of Interest.

AGREED STATEMENT OF FACTS

L. Michel Briggs was, at all times relevant to this matter, employed by the Maryland
Department of Health (“MDH”), an executive agency of the State of Maryland, and
an employee subject to the conflicts of interest provisions of the Ethics Law.

2. Ms. Brniggs was employed as Program Coordinator in the Office of Health Care
Quality for MDH. According to the website for MDH, “The Office of Health Care
Quality is charged with monitoring the quality of care in Maryland’s health care
facilities and community-based programs.”

3. Ms. Briggs previously sought secondary employment advice from the State Ethics
Commission. The Commission reviewed Ms. Briggs’ request for approval of her
secondary employment during its meeting on March 27, 2025, and granted Ms.
Briggs an exception to the secondary employment strict prohibition, allowing her
secondary employment with Divine Living subject to the participation, prestige and
confidentiality provisions of the Ethics Law as detailed in the letter to Ms. Briggs
on March 31, 2025.

4. In March 2026, MDH made a referral to the Commission for potential violations of
the Ethics Law by Ms. Briggs. The Commission reviewed this matter during its
meeting on March 26, 2026, and directed Staff Counsel to conduct a preliminary
inquiry. Staff Counsel and other Commission staff spent numerous hours reviewing
documents for this inquiry.

5. Ms. Briggs conducted activities related to her secondary employment and other
personal matters, which were transmitted through her State-issued email account,
while on the job. The activities conducted by Ms. Briggs include sending business
documents related to her secondary employer to herself, and documentation
involving her secondary employer’s relationship with Ms. Brigg’s State agency,
MDH.
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6. Section 5-506(a)(1)(i) of the Ethics Law prohibits a State employee or official from
intentionally using the prestige of his or her office for his or her own private gain
or that of another. The Commission, through its published opinions, has interpreted
the prestige provision to mean that State employees should not use any State
resources, such as State computers, State-issued email accounts, or State time for
activities unrelated to their State duties. (Op. No. 08.01).

7. During Staff Counsel’s preliminary inquiry and review of documents, it was
evident that Ms. Briggs did not abide by the Commission’s advice as stipulated in
the letter on March 31, 2025, in which her secondary employment was approved.
The Commission’s advice letter to Ms. Briggs specifies that she is not to engage in
activities related to secondary employment while on State time or using State
resources and facilities. It includes specific instructions that her secondary
employment request must be reviewed by the Commission, again, if Ms. Briggs’
position or working hours change at her secondary employer.

8. Section 5-502(b)(1)(i) of the Public Ethics Law prohibits an official or employee
from being employed by “...an entity subject to the authority of that official or
employee or of the governmental unit with which the official or employee is
affiliated” unless they meet the exception criteria (COMAR 19A.02.01.02-.04).

9. Ms. Briggs has been forthright in her cooperation of Staff Counsel’s review of this
matter.

10. Ms. Briggs is voluntarily entering into this Agreement to admit certain violations
of the Ethics Law, to accept certain sanctions, and to resolve the matter now
pending against her without the issuance of a complaint and a hearing before the
Commission.

11. Ms. Briggs has been represented throughout these proceedings by counsel, David
E. Fink, Esquire, as indicated by his signature on this Agreement.

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the agreed facts contained herein, and
effective on the date of the Commission’s acceptance of the terms of this Agreement,
Michel Briggs and Katherine P. Thompson, Staff Counsel, agree as follows:

A. Ms. Briggs admits that using State resources to conduct activities unrelated
to her State position is a violation of the prohibition against using the
prestige of one’s office for their private gain or that of another contained in
§ 5-506(a)(1)(i) of the Ethics Law.

B. Ms. Briggs admits that she failed to follow the Commission’s previous
advice in connection with the approval of her secondary employment with
Divine Living.
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L. That Ms. Briggs and Staff Counsel are entering into this Agreement for the
sole purpose of resolving the matters involved in the Commission’s
preliminary inquiry into this matter and for no other purpose.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Michel Briggs and Katherine P. Thompson, Staff
Counsel, State Ethics Commission, have hereunto set their hands.

Michel Briggs ‘ !

Katherine P. Thompson, Staff Counsel
State Ethics Commission

45 Calvert Street, 3 Floor

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(410) 260-7770

David E. Fink, Esquire

The Law Offices of David E. Fink,
P.A. & Associates

Hooks Village

25 Hooks Lane, Suite 210
Baltimore, Maryland 21208
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State of Maryland
County of BALTimov € . to wit:

Before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for the State and County
afoIesaid, personally appeared Michel Briggs, who made oath in due form of law on this
T dayof Tuly , 2026, that the matters and facts hereinabove set
forth in this Agreemeént are true to the best of her knowledge, information and belief, that
it is her voluntary act and that she executed this Agreement for the purposes set forth herein.

Notary Public s

My Commission Expires: \\ | 23} 2-€ (Notary Seal)

NAOMI S. SCHWARTZ
NOTARY PUBLIC
""""""""" BALTIMORE CITY COUNTY

MARYLAND
State of Maryland, MY COMMSION EXPIRES 11/232028
County of e e, to wit:

Before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for the State and County
aforesaid, personally appeared Katherine P, Thompson, Staff Counsel to the State Ethics P
Commission, who made oath on this ;Jirday of , 2026 in due
form of law that she executed this Agreement for the purposes therein contained.

Notary Public

My Commission Expires: J uwine 1 0 | 2.0 2 q
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Craig D. Roswell, Chair
ffor the Commission

Date: %"e,\‘rs)ﬂ [T 2026
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