JUL 1 & 2009
STATE ETHiCS

LOBBYIST FILING AGREEMENT COMMISSION
This Agreement, made this /3 day of Jet/Y , 2009, by and between Arthur C.

Abramson, Executive Director and lobbyist for the Baltimore Jewish Council, and William J.
Colquhoun, Staff Counsel to the Maryland State Ethics Commission (hereinafier “Staff Counsel”).

RECITALS

The State Ethics Commission (“the Commission™) is the executive agency of the State of
Maryland established by Chapter 513, Acts of 1979 for the purpose of enforcing the Maryland
Public Ethics Law (State Government Article, Title 15, Annotated Code of Maryland, hereinafter the
Ethics Law) including the provisions of Subtitle 7, the lobbying disclosure program.

Arthur C. Abramson (“the Filer”) is an individual whose lobbying activities on behalf of the
Baltimore Jewish Council (“BJC”) for the period November 1, 2007 through to October 31, 2008,
required him to register as a lobbyist with the State Ethics Commission and report his activities and
the activities of his lobbyist employer as required by Subtitle 7, Md. Code. Ann., State Gov’t. Art.
(Supp. 2008).

The Filer registered with the Commission as a lobbyist for BJC on November 13, 2007 and
filed a lobbying activity report for the period November 1, 2007 through April 30, 2008 on May 21,
2008. He also filed a lobbying activity report for the perlod May 1, 2008 through October 31, 2008
on November 28, 2008.

During ten days in May, 2008, the BJC participated through the Filer’s attendance on a trip to
Israel that was sponsored by the Harry and Jeannette Weinberg Foundation (“Foundation”). BJC
acted as the Foundation’s administrative agent and tour guide on the trip. Two elected State officials
attended the trip as the guests of the Foundation. This was consistent with Commission advice in
2003 that the Foundation was not a controlled donor pursuant to Ethics Law and that the public
officials could be guests for the purposes of the trip.

The spouses of the two State officials alsp attended the Israel trip. The Foundation policies
did not allow for the spouses of the two State officials to attend the trip as guests of the Foundation.
Subsequently, it was determined and the Filer provided information that BJC paid for the trip
expenses of the two spouses on the trip. BJC represents that these trip expenses were paid by BJC as
a result of administrative error.

The Filer did not disclose as a gift on the original lobbying activity report filed for the period
May 1, 2008 through October 31, 2008 the trip expenses it paid for the two spouses of the elected
State officials. Gifts to public officials from the lobbyist and the lobbyist employer are required to be
disclosed on the lobbying activity report of the regulated lobbyist.

The Filer subsequently filed an amended lobbying activity report on March 20, 2009 as well
as Form No. #13C disclosing gifts of $75 or more. Copies of these reports are attached hereto.
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The Filer is voluntarily entering into this agreement to admit his and his employer’s failure to
timely file a complete lobbyist activity report, and a Form No. #13C disclosure of gifts, and to pay a
sum of money in lieu of potential late filing fees and in lieu of an additional fine for the gift to the
two elected State officials of their spouses’ travel expenses.

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the submission of the required amended Lobbyist
Activity Report and Form No. #13C (Gift Disclosure) by the Filer on March 20, 2009, and the
admissions and agreements herein contained, the Filer and Staff Counsel stipulate and agree as
follows:

1. The Filer did not properly or timely file a complete lobbying activity report for the
period May 1, 2008 through October 31, 2008, as required by §15-704(2) and (b) of the Ethics Law.

2. The Filer did not timely file a Disclosure of Gifts of $75 or More (Form No. #13C)
as required by §15-704(c) of the Ethics Law.

3. The Filer represents that BJC’s payment of travel expenses for the spouses of the two
elected State officials and the Filer’s corresponding failure to file the forms identified in paragraphs
1 and 2, above, was the result of administrative error. The Filer has cooperated fully with the Staff
in its review of this matter and has filed the required amended lobbying activity report and the gift
disclosure on March 20, 2009. (Copies of each form have been attached hereto and made a part
thereof.)

4, The Filer understands that faiture to comply with the lobbying disclosure provisions
of the Ethics Law may subject him to a formal complaint by the Commission and, upon finding of a
violation, late fees and the possibility of civil fines.

5. Based on the facts stated in this agreement the Filer agrees to pay as settlement of the
late filing matter, the amount of FIVE HUNDRED and no/100 DOLLARS ($500.00) at the time of
the execution of this agreement in lieu of potential late fees pursuant to §15-405(g)(1) for the filing
of the two documents.

6. The Filer also agrees to pay in licu of potential civil fines for the above described
gifts to the spouses of the two elected State officials, the sum of ONE THOUSAND and no/100
DOLLARS ($1,000) at the time of the execution of this agreement.

7. The Filer and BJC, his employer, understand that the Commission will issue a
reprimand for the events described herein related to the gifts made to the spouses of the two State
elected officials, and that the reprimand and this Lobbyist Filing Agreement will be transmitted to
the Governor, the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House.

8. The Staff Counsel will, upon execution of this Agreement by the Filer, recommend
that the Commission not institute any proceedings related to this matter. The Filer understands that
the Commission is under no obligation to accept this agreemnent and may decide to take other action,
including issuing a complaint.



9. The Filer waives a formal hearing on this matter (if the agreement is accepted by the
Comrission) to which he would be entitled if 2 complaint were issued, and he understands that this
Agreement and materials relating to this matter are not subject to the confidentiality provisions of the
Ethics law, and will be public information unless otherwise protected.

10.  The Filer understands a copy of this agreement will be mailed to his employer.

11.  The Filer and the Staff Counsel have entered into this Agreement for the sole purpose
of resolving the matters discussed herein and for no other purpose.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Arthur C. Abramson, lobbyist, and William J. Colquhoun,
Staff Counsel, State Ethics Commission, have hereunto set their hands.

SIGNATURE APPEARS ON SIGNATURE APPEARS ON
ORIGINAL AGREEMENT ORIGINAL AGREEMENT
Willtam J [,Colquiaoun, Staff Counsel Arthur C. Abramson, Executive Director
State Ethics Commission and Lobbyist for
45 Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Baltimore Jewish Council
Annapolis, MD 21401 5750 Park heights Avenue

(410) 260-7770 J
SIGNATURE APPEARS ON

ORIGINAL AGREEMENT

Thomas K. Hyatt 4
Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal LLP
Direct: 202.408.3947

Fax: 202.408.6399
thyatt@sonnenschein.com

Attorney for the Baltimore Jewish Council
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State of Maryl
County of: ,}W 74)67/,&4%1 P , to wit:

Before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for the State and County aforesaid,
personally appeared Arthur C. Abramson, and acknowledged that he was an individual authorized to
execute this document on behalf of the Baltimore Jewish Council and who made oath on this /3
dayof  Ju /¥ , 2009 in due form of Jaw that the matters and facts hereinabove set
forth are true to the best of his knowledge, information and belief, and are his voluntary act and that
he executed this document for the purpose set forth herein. />

A

SIGNATURE APPEARS ON
~—1 ORIGINAL AGREEMENT

;"\Iomz//rf’y?lic%/ // N

My Commission Expires: é // / 2 \
/7

State of Maryland,
County of: AMME AL UL , to wit:

Before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for the State and County aforesaid,
personally appeared William J. Colquhoun, Staff Counsel to the State Ethics Commission, who
made oath on this [&8day of Tou o . 2009 in due form of Jaw that he executed this

agreement for the purposes set forth herein.

SIGNATURE APPEARS ON

ORIGINAL AGREEMENT
it =~ LY PV 7o 2%
Da Public

DONALD M. STREEY
Notary Public-Maryland
Anne Arungel County

My Commission Expirds: My Commission Expires
overmber 09, 2010
Accepted py-the Cemmission

SIGNATURE APPEARS ON
ORIGINAL AGREEMENT

RobetrE~Scho¥ Chair

for the Commission

Date: _8 ] (3] , 2009
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MARYLAND STATE ETHICS COMMISSION
45 CalvenI Steeet, 39 Floor e -
Annapolis, MD 21401 QECEIYE=D
410-260-7770 AR wEiY oL
Toll Free 1-877-663-6085
008 ¥AR 20 < 1: 03

DISCLOSURE OF GIFTS OF $75 OR MORE
SPECIAL ACTIVITY REPORT - SINGLE EMPLOYER- -5
(Form #13C)

Perlod Covered by This Report:  November 1, 20 through April 30,20 _
May 1,200% _through October 31, 200 §

inslruclions: This report is to be filed by regulated lobbyists, including a non-exempt employer who has
expended $75 or more for gifts to any officiaf, employee or the spouse or dependent children of the employee or
officiat during & reporting period.  You must include in this report gifts whether or not given in connection with
lobbying activities and gifts totaling $75 by multiple regisirants for one employer. The form is also applicable to
situations in which the total ol multiple registrants for one employer gives a gift o $75 or more even though a
single registrant’s portion of the gift for that pasticular employer did nol reach that level. All gifts paid in whole or
part by the employer count toward the $75 threshold except for; 1) Those expended on legislators or its public
official slall at special events for all members of the General Assembly, either House, a slanding commitiee
thereof, or all members of a formally recognized counly or regional delegation, 2) Food or beverages received
by a legisiator af the time and geographic location of & meeting of a legislative organization for which the
legistator's presiding officer has approved attendance at State expense, 3) Gifls of tickels or free admission to 2
legislator by the person conducting or spansoring the charitable, cultural or political event to which were invited
all members of a legislative unit, 4) Gifts reported by name of recipient in an Executive Elected Official's Meals
and Beverages Special Report, or 5) Gifts for expenses relaled lo speaking engagements. You must also
include in this report situations in which the lobbyist or non-exempt employer has provided tickets or free
admission to other than an official legislative unit or if 3 legistator receives Iwo or more tickets with a cumulative
value of $100 or more. If you participated in a gift(s) with one or more other lobbyists, you must itemize your
portion of the gilt on this form and cross-reference 1o the reports of the other lobbyist(s}. If the lobbyist paid the
$75 trom his or her own funds, use Form 13D. Under some circumstances, Form 13D may be used in situations
in which a lobbyist has been involved in $75 or more in gifts to a single official or employee.

PART A. Identification of Regulated Lobbyist (Registrant and Employer).

l, [dentifying Information:
a. Nqame of Registrant_Br Hhor C. Odoraumson
b. Permanent Address (Inciude firm name if applicable)
Q/U"L MO R, ':E’,wisk Covnci
5750 Posk Helagnrs Avence
Pattiwore MD . 31216

c. Business Telephone (410)_S 4~ 4850
Il Identification of Employer:
Complete only if regisfrant acts on behalf of another.
a. Identify the person or organization who compensated the lobbyist for activities requiring
this registration. ‘ —_— .
Name Baltimece,  Jewish Goeandl
a -

Permanent Address A%O_Eaxk ﬂ&%bts_mLL_
o N ibivnore. MD 1215

Business Telephone ( 410) _S4u2~ 4850

b. Identify any other person who the lobbyis( represents regarding the matters covered by
this registration (if none, write in none) . The. Crsvoci akect Joantal (o Tocka teen

Q{' Betrinmore B Mol Tounsh Cuiliona, Jc € c:L{%wﬁ'a-“ aslongion

4 Tocsisle bedd o{ %d’-‘ Ljablmxv\j“’l\

l_'lttgrﬂalhig.?_qv>stale.m%§s Page 1ol ? Ethics Commission Form #13C
TTY Ugers: 1-800-735 May 23, 2006
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PART B. Names of Officials, Employees or Member of Their Immediate Family Receiving Gifts of $75

or More

If an official or employee, including members of the person’s Immediate family, receives gills totaling $75 or
mare, you must list in this report the recipient and each individual gift that Is part of the $75. Include the name
of recipient, date, value and nature lor each gitt or gifts. if the amount listed for a gift on this report is only part
of the cost of a gift parflally paid by other registrants of this employer, list the fotal cost of the gift under “Nature
of the Gift." You must also report your portion of 2 total gift of $75 or more to which other lobbylsts registered on
behalf of the employer contributed, and you must identify the other lobbyist contributors. In the *Comment”
space below, the donor may also explain the circumslances under which the gift was given.

Title or Position (if family

ltemization of Gifts

memiber of official or employee, Amount

name of officlal or employee or Nature
Nama af Raciolant and relationship) Date Value of Gift _

Spemkss of Yo Hovse S[22/0f #8340 winod Bp
’ £ ‘ . Eplicaic
ol Safes #8360 Eclocshoua) ff
Q. Methar Stode Cowpll® 7 Jsraed
Potes Tramehor{h veboud)

Gftt Comment (if any)

PART C. Signature and Dath

| solemnly swear or affirm under the penalties of perjury that the corrtents of this reportinciuding any allachments
thereto, are complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief.

Signature of Person Filing:

(SEAL] Date:
Swom to before me this
Signature of Notary Public:
Printed/typed Name of Notary Public:
My Commission Expires:
oz
BRENDA M. ZIRKIND
NOTARY PUBLIC

SIGNATURE APPEARS ON
ORIGINAL AGREEMENT

BALTIMORE CHTY MD.

AV COMMISSION EXPIRES Qb_b}/amo

_ABAEN T ETET

SIGNATURE APPEARS ON

ORIGINAL AGREEMENT
DR UTJHDT0
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MARYLAND STATE ETHICS, GOMMISSION AME HDE DS
45 Calvert Street, 3™ Floor -
Wi oo
Toll Free 1-677-669.6085 RECEIVED
GENERAL LOBBYING ACTIVITY REli’m?m (Eoml#ﬁ
Rewd insiructions carehilly before mmpleunﬁ this form. f you had raporiabls expenses of mmmhﬁw%ﬁw. complele Parts A,
B.C.D,E,F G wvily R . : T ie
enguge in Ioban%g‘ gl:eﬂgg #g:'a i opgﬁu co)r'r.irglgtaedP%;c . galbé[incg "é‘.’ﬁ?:fm?o%ra?mw rl.?qu:red tor thig ernp)oyar: msg??ﬁh(igsmt:f: gg

attacned to and made purl of this Hing.
Period covered by lhis report: May 1, 2008 through Oclober 31, 2008

A

‘dentlification of Reguiatad Lobbyist (Reglstrant and Employer)

A-1, identifying Informanon (complete all blanks. compare lo registration torm, and explain any differences)

a)  Name AnrurC. Abramson
b) Penmanent Aagress (Include firm name if appliceble) Baltimbra Jawlsh Council

5750 Park Helghts Avenue
Baltimore, MD 24215

c) Buginess Telsphone (_410) 5424850 .
d)  Ocounation ot Type of Business _ Communily Relations Agency

A-2. ldentificafion of others required 10 register:

B}  Was any other person requircd 16 regrster es & lobbyigl on bahalf of the person or organization identiniad in section

A-17 Yes of No__
B)  H the answer 10 ) is “Yes,” identify each sueh parson balow and give their name and sddress:
_David Cann - ¢lo Ballimor: Jlewish Council, 5750 Park Ralahts Avenue, Baltimore, MD 24215
_Melody McCov McEntee — ¢/ Baltimore Jewish Counel 5750 Park Helahis Avenue, Brltimore, MD 21215
Michelle Bemgigin — o/o Baltimore Jewigh Coundll, 57 tk Heinhts Avepue, Balimmore, MD 21215

A~), lgentification of cmptoyer (complete only H registrant acts an behalfl of anothes).

8)  dentfy all parsons or orgenizetons who compensats the reglstarnt for aclivities requining this registration:
Name _Baltimore Jawich Counclt

Pormanent Addrass 5780 Perk Helghts Avenue
Baitimore, MO 21215

Buainess Telephone [_441(0)_ 5424850

Nature of Business _Community Relations Agency
b) Identify zny other persan who the registrant represents regarding the matiers covered by this registration (If none.

pUt (N NON#) Tha ed: Jewish Community £y ion of Baltimore: Baltimore Jawish Counclh; Marviang Jewish Alliance:
Jawisn ;nmmunity Relations Councll of r Waghinoton: The Jewish Federntion of Graater Washington

A~ Pnmary purpose of orgjanization:

Is the amployet, or registrant organization If thore was nol an employer, organized and operatad for the primary purpose
of attempfing to mfluence any legislative or executive aclion?  Yes No _X
(f "Ygs,” the Report of Contributars Form No. 12 must slse be completed.)

A-5. Regrstration Intormation:

a)  State the period (includa bath baginning ang ending month, day and year) for which this regstrelion is effectve:
Novembar 1, 2007 © October 31,2008
b)  Identity the matters (iIncluding format designation if known) on which the registrant acted or amployed someaone to
act during the registration period covered by this repent _Anfi-aemivism, healtheare _ghelter and nyldition, hoveing, wellare arants,

civi) fights.

A-6. Dogs the employer listed in A-3 claim to be exampt from lobbyist reglsiration and rapoding becauss all expenditures

requiring registration ore reparted by the registrant, another regisirant, or by the regrsirant with other reglstramts?

Yes X No If the exampiion claimed differs from the regrstralion lorm, plense explain in writing.
Hiethics.gov stte.md.us Ethics Commission Form Ne, 4
"_IER UBars" ?-500-735-2253 {May 24, 2000)

z2-d BLZ2:B0 60 €1 dBW




PAGE 2
B, Cumpensatien and Expenses
B-1. Meals and beverpges for officisls or employees or their immedlate familles. 5 0

8-2. Special evenls, including dinners and receptions, entertainment, und other funclionx Lo which ﬂl_br:ombors of
thc Geners! Assamuly, ofther housé thereaf, all members of any sianding committee or 3ll mambers of u [ormally
recognized (for ethics dlsctagure purposes) county or reglanal delegation have recalved wrillen invitations, List
dele, locotion, group of invitees who benefilad and total expenses for sach event. (Not required tor maals and
recaptions llated completely and accurately on the 14-Day Report , Form 13F, but chack below.)

___ Event(s) Fuily Reporled on 14-Day Repoti(s)
Total B-2
Expoenses 3

B-3. Expenses for fpog, lodging. or scheduled entertainment of officiala emd amployses for a mealing which
ura given in retum for participalion in a panal or gpesking engagement at the meeﬂ?, List date, locatlon,
and total axpense (or ¢cach meeting. If the tolal amount in exjYensas on any onc otfida!l or ampioyee is
$200 or mor¢ for any mealing. also include the pemon’s nome and the smount expended for the person

at the meoling.
Total B-3
Expenses §
U4, Expences for nod und beverges received by member of General Assembly or members a1 approved
leglglativm organization maating, Lisl locaton, name of legisletive organization, date and (ols)
cxpease far aach meeling. — Tolat B4

Expenses §__ O

B-5. Expenasos for 3 tickat or frae admission to mambers of the General Assembly to allend charitabla, cultural
or palitical avants where: all members of legisialive unit are inviled by the event holder. List event, localion,
date, legisialve unif and ol expensos for each avent, . G

Total B-5 '
~ Epenses 5 ohkRae-00-

D6.  Gifts 1o or for olliclals or employess or their mmediste families (nol including suma raporied in

8-1, B-2, B3, B4 and B-6). Hamentaschen (cookier to all the keyisiatars) $__ o¥; L1320 00
Sobiotel of tems A-1 through 88 - $ 26 9% G
R-7. Totel compensafion pald to regisirant (not including sunts reported I anty other sootion of Part B). $ 4,266.67 .

Check here if the amoun] fias been profated baceuso the reglalrant is compensated for
sarvices in wddition to Jabbrying activibes. __X_

R, Salurtvs. compensation and reimbusrsed expenses for stalf of tha regisuant, §_
B-v. Office Expenses not reported in -7 and 8-6. s
8-10. Cos of professional and technica! resesmh uad assistanca not reporied in B-7 and B-8. $

8.11, Pubkcationy and expenrexs which capressly ancourage persons to communicate with officials or erployess.  §_ -

D-12, Nemes of withexsses and the fees and exponses pald to each. Tolal B-12
N Cxperyes $__
B-13. Othev expenses S0 < C
67
Total of ttems B-1 through B-13: sa2e8% 20,78¢ é
v
c. Gifts or partlzigatio gifts with a cumulative value of $76 or mora. (Forms 13C and 13D, Section 15-704(¢))
(Shock Ona) ¥ Yes, Atached L Qg™ No Report Required
D. Gifts or participation in gifts of meals and bevarages to elected Exacutive offictals. (Farms 13A and 138, Saction 15-705)
{Cheek One) Yes, Akached Vi No Raparl Hequired
B, Businesx transactions with officlals, (Form 21, Section 15-706)
(Cheok One} Yes, Attached ___ No Reporl Required
F. Politkcal contributlons required to be disciosed. (Form 22, Sactlon 15-707)
{Check Ona) Yog, Aftached ¥ No Report Required

. Signatu nd Oath
¢ Gmﬂl h;e;y inizke cath or affirm Under he penattiae of perjury that the comtenl of this repart including afy attachmonts theteto, are complete. true

ané cm‘cé{m (he best of my knowicdge. Information sn
RN L SIGNATURE APPEARS ON

S " Signaturs of Person Fiing; ORIGINAL AGREEMENT
S - (S - Date: St
- RN &Sworn in bafore me thig

B R ‘Signature of Notary Public SIGNATURE APPEARS ON [_—

+ " Pénteciiyped Name of Nolary Publie: / ORIGINAL AGREEMENT [ _
o My Commission Expires:  (~ Jina T, 2010

; i Fthics Commlssion Form No, 4
”L‘?;“;'S ' %%\-av'lg'syéus)g : (May 24, 2006)
g d

B82:B80 BD £1 udey
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